TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Swiss Business Incubation Centre (BIC) of CERN Technologies
The Swiss Business Incubation Centre (BIC) of CERN Technologies at Switzerland Innovation Park
Innovaare is a joint initiative of CERN and Park Innovaare, supported by the Paul Scherrer Institute PSI and
the University of Applied Sciences and Arts of Northwestern Switzerland (FHNW). The BIC is designed as a
program to support entrepreneurial ideas by offering benefits such as privileged access to the intellectual
property (IP) of CERN, business and technological coaching, and seed money of CHF 50,000.
“Incubatees” of the Swiss BIC of CERN Technologies at Switzerland Innovation Park Innovaare are selected
by an independent Selection Committee in the context of a two-phase competition.
Applicants are expected to adhere to the following terms and conditions, which summarize the rights and
duties of the incubatees of the Swiss BIC of CERN Technologies at Switzerland Innovation Park Innovaare.

Selection Procedure
I.

Phase I candidates can submit their “Expression of Interest” any time before the cut-off date on 28
March 2021 at 11:59 p.m. (GMT+2), using the received template. The BIC Steering Committee,
consisting of representatives of CERN and Switzerland Innovation Park Innovaare, will evaluate the
eligibility of the project ideas, make a first selection and, wherever possible, allocate a technical expert
from CERN to support the project. Up to ten (10) candidates will be invited to Phase II of the
competition. The decision of the Steering Committee will be final.

II.

Candidates invited to Phase II are required to submit a project proposal (business plan) using the
template provided. The deadline for submission is 12 September 2021, 11:59 p.m. (GMT+2). The
proposals submitted in Phase II will be evaluated by an independent Selection Committee, consisting
of BIC partners and industry representatives (e.g. high-tech, finance, or legal). Candidates will be
invited to present their project to the Selection Committee at a workshop held at Switzerland
Innovation Park Innovaare or online (Covid-19) in October (date to be confirmed). Attendance is
mandatory.

III.

The Selection Committee will evaluate the candidates on the basis of the written project proposal, a
personal presentation to the Selection Committee (“pitch”), and the Question and Answer (Q&A)
session taking place at the workshop. External experts and investors may be invited to attend the pitch
workshop (to be confirmed).
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IV.

The Q&A session will be behind closed doors. All the information provided in the project proposal and
during the Q&A session will remain confidential and will not be disclosed to third parties without the
candidate’s consent.

V.

All the members of the Selection Committee are obligated to maintain confidentiality. Should a
candidate suspect a conflict of interest among individual Selection Committee members, that
candidate may withdraw. Candidates can signal a conflict of interest at any point of the selection
process.

VI.

The winner will be announced at the end of the workshop. The decision of the Selection Committee
will be final.

VII.

In Phase II of the competition, applicants are entitled to business and entrepreneurial support through
the FHNW, in the form of coaching and/or mentoring sessions offered. This support is offered as part
of the Swiss Innovation Challenge program: by being invited to Phase II of the Swiss BIC of CERN
Technology program, applicants will be also automatically entitled to participate in Phase II of the
Swiss Innovation Challenge program (double program). Applicants not willing to participate in the
Swiss Innovation Challenge program may opt out at any time.

Key Agreements of the BIC of CERN Technologies at Switzerland Innovation Park Innovaare
To become an incubatee, the winner must sign three separate agreements: one with CERN and two with
Switzerland Innovation Park Innovaare. These agreements are necessary for entering the incubation
program and for being entitled to the Swiss BIC of CERN Technologies award. The key elements regulated
in these contracts are:
I.

Agreement with CERN:
a. Technical support: The incubatee will receive 40 hours of scientific/technical support over
the incubation period (two years).
b. Licensing: The license agreement for CERN’s IP/know-how will be negotiated individually for
each incubatee.

II.

Membership agreement with Switzerland Innovation Park Innovaare:
a. Rental & service agreement: the incubatee will become a member company of Switzerland
Innovation Park Innovaare at least for the duration of the incubation program (two years),
and as such will establish a physical presence in Park Innovaare’s ecosystem. Standard
rental conditions will be applied.
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III.

Incubation agreement with Switzerland Innovation Park Innovaare:
a. Incorporation of a company: The applying legal entity must already be located at, move to,
or establish its legal seat at Switzerland Innovation Park Innovaare. Companies not yet
incorporated must commit to having their legal seat at Switzerland Innovation Park
Innovaare. The award money will either be payed after the incorporation in Park Innovaare
or during the process of incorporation as nominal capital of the legal entity (see point b.
below for further details).
b. In-cash payments: Park Innovaare will provide the winner with an in-cash contribution of
CHF 50,000, paid in two installments: CHF 30,000 within one month from the beginning of
the incubation period, and CHF 20,000 within the 13 months. Should the winner, for any
reason, not be in a position to receive the payment, the disbursement can be delayed by a
maximum of nine months from the award-date; thereafter, the payment will no longer be
due. The financial contribution must be used for developing the project or the company. The
funds may be used as nominal capital for a company “in incorporation” if the company is not
yet incorporated at the time the payment is received.
c.

Support services: Switzerland Innovation Park Innovaare will further support the incubatee
by means of all the services normally provided to its member companies.

Other Agreements
PSI and FHNW may offer additional technical and business support to the incubatee. The nature and extent
of the support will be regulated by independent agreements between the incubatee and PSI and/or FHNW.

I, ______________________________, hereby accept and agree to the above terms and conditions.

Date, City

Signature

** Please return the signed copy of terms and conditions to us by 12 September 2021 by 11:59 pm (GMT+2) at
cern-bic@parkinnovaare.ch and via post to the address:
Swiss BIC of CERN Technologies
FAO: Ms. Debora Meier / Dr. Francesco Colonna
Park Innovaare: deliveryLAB
CH-5234 Villigen, Switzerland
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