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DIRECTOR (ORIGINALLY FROM FRIBOURG) OF THE PAUL SCHERRER INSTITUTE (PSI) IN AARGAU

JOËL MESOT
What is the research environment like for scientists
at the PSI, the largest research center for natural and
engineering sciences in Switzerland?
In the previous century, Swiss researchers enjoyed a great
deal of freedom and had access to almost endless supply
of funding. It is a completely different story for researchers working in the United States, who are constantly under
pressure to come up with results. Today, Switzerland is
somewhere between these two extremes. Thankfully,
basic research is still well-regarded here. Don’t forget that
it takes decades to develop revolutionary technologies like
our spot-scanning system (ed.: a proton beam therapy
used in cancer treatments). This is why it is so important
that Switzerland maintains its good research conditions.
Given that we are regularly at the top of international
innovation rankings, Switzerland’s research support
system clearly works…
Absolutely! The Swiss Innovation Park was developed precisely to help Switzerland maintain its lead, particularly
given the rising number of patents filed by BRICS nations.
The PSI’s PARK innovAARE is part of this innovation cluster.
Technology transfer appears to be an integral part of
PSI activities…
Indeed. Every year, licenses generate millions of Swiss
francs for the Institute. But we currently take a pragmatic
case-by-case approach to technology transfer. Our hope is
that PARK innovAARE will help to make this transfer more
systematic and create more PSI spin-offs.
w w w.psi.ch
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NADINE GOBET
What is unique about innovation from Fribourg?
The sheer diversity of Fribourg’s economy sets it apart
from that of other regions. An innovative spirit permeates all business sectors in the canton. But innovation
does not necessarily imply a breakthrough of spectacular
proportions. What it boils down to is improving a product
so that it outperforms anything else on the market and
therefore better serves the needs of the customer. Many
companies in Fribourg could be described as everyday
innovators.
Is it not a drawback for Fribourg that SMEs dominate
its economy?
Quite the opposite, in fact! When it comes to innovation,
small companies can react much more quickly; for larger
firms, change of any kind often means setting in motion a
relatively long and complex process. Many Fribourg SMEs
work as subcontractors for major Swiss and international
concerns, precisely because of their high degree of flexibility and adaptability.
How can Fribourg companies capitalize on their
adaptability?
Industry and academia need to step up their cooperation,
especially given the outstanding quality of education in the
canton. This should become a normal and natural state
of affairs for entrepreneurs and faculty heads alike. The
creation of several clusters constitutes a significant step in
this direction.
w w w.federation-patronale.ch

